nearshore benthic communities are structured, and how dynamics of the water-column and the production of sea-ice define trophic structure and influence ecosystem stability. Such studies have also laid a foundation for assessing the physiological and ecological impacts of anthropogenically induced climatic changes currently underway in western Antarctica and especially along the Antarctic Peninsula (Aronson et al. 2007 , Ducklow et al. 2007 , McClintock et al. 2008 ).
The present symposium extends a decadal sequence of symposia that have provided a national forum highlighting advances in Antarctic marine biology. McClintock and Pearse (1991) Eleven papers were presented during the day-long symposium and these progressed generally from lower to higher trophic levels. The symposium was
